


Also known as the Main Street of America, 
Route 66 originally ran from Illinois all the way 
to California, covering a total of 2,448 miles.



Lou Mitchell's is a Chicago diner near the START of Route 66. 
It has earned the nickname "the first stop on the 

Mother Road" by Serving up Classic American Breakfast 
and Lunch to hungry travelers since 1923.

Lou Mitchell's is 
known for handing 
out fresh donut 
holes to people 
waiting in line



It's 170 feet 
tall and has 
a capacity of 

100,000 gallons

The Brook Catsup Bottle is a water tower in Collinsville, IL. 
It is the largest catsup bottle in the world, 
created to supply water to the nearby Brooks Catsup plant.



Founded in 1929, Ted Drewes is a family-owned 
frozen custard spot in St. Louis, Mo, famous for 
The Concrete - so thick that it is served 

upside down.

In the weeks 
leading up 

to Christmas, 
Ted Drewes 

also sells live 
Christmas trees.



Meramec Caverns is a 4.6-mile cavern system 
in Stanton, Mo. With over 50 billboards along Route 66, 

it is the most-visited cave in Missouri with roughly 
150,000 visitors annually.

These Caverns 
have existed for 

the past 400 million 
years, forming 

through deposits 
of limestone.



All of the 
art is made of 

stone or concrete, 
reinforced with 
steel rebar and 
wood framing.

Ed Galloway’s Totem Pole Park in Foyil, OK, contains 
11 folk art objects, inspired by Native American art and 

folklore. Its largest totem pole was completed in 
1948 and is 90-feet tall.



Hugh Davis built 
the Blue Whale as a 

surprise anniversary 
gift to his wife 

Zelta, who collected 
whale figurines.

The Blue Whale of Catoosa, OK, is a concrete 
waterfront structure. In the 70s, it became a 
favorite swimming hole for locals and travelers 

along Route 66.



The cars are 
buried nose-down 
and facing west, 

at the same angle 
as the pyramids 

of giza.

Cadillac Ranch is a public art sculpture in Amarillo, TX. 
Featuring ten Cadillacs (1949-1963) buried nose-first in the ground, 
graffiti on the cars is not only allowed, but encouraged.



The Blue Swallow 
has its original 

attached garages, 
stucco walls and 
larger-than-life

neon sign.

The Blue Swallow motel in Tucumcari, NM, is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. It is one of the best-preserved 

motor courts on Route 66, serving travelers since 1939.



Located in a 
collapsed lava 

tube of the volcano, 
the Ice Cave has been 
accumulating ice for 

over 3,000 years. 

Known as “The Land of Fire and Ice” the Ice Cave and 
Bandera Volcano are located in Cibola County, NM, right on the 
Continental Divide, where you can experience ancient lava trails 

in a dormant volcano directly next to a perpetual ice cave. 



Petrified Forest 
National Park is the 
only national park 
site that contains 
a segment of the 
Historic Route 66.

Petrified Forest National Park is in northeastern Arizona and is 
named for its large deposits of colorful petrified wood, which are 
fossilized remains of trees via a mineralization process.



The desert is 
Made of layers of 
Rock that contain 

iron and manganese, 
which produce the 

vibrant colors.

The Painted Desert is near the east end of Grand Canyon 
National Park in Arizona and is known for its brilliant 
and varied colors, including the more common red 

rock, but also shades of lavender.



Mojave National Preserve is in Baker, Ca, between Interstate 15 
and Old Route 66. The preserve’s Natural features include 

Sand Dunes, Mountains, Joshua trees 
and volcanic formations. 

Nearly 2,000 
Different species 

Of plants live in the 
Mojave Desert. About
1/4 Cannot be found 

anywhere else.



Roy's Motel and Café is a motel, café, gas station and 
auto repair shop, opened in 1938 in Amboy, Ca. After falling 
into disrepair, it is being gradually restored and is an example 

of roadside Mid-Century Modern futurist architecture.

Albert Okura, 
CEO of the Juan 

Pollo restaurant 
chain, bought the 
entire town of 
Amboy in 2005. 



The Santa Monica Pier is the “End of the Trail” in 
Santa Monica, Ca. After trekking across the entire Route 66, 
travelers can enjoy the pier’s amusement park, concession 
stands, fishing spots and views of the Pacific Ocean.

The pier’s nine 
story ‘Pacific 

wheel’ is the first 
solar-powered  
Ferris Wheel in 

the world.


